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1. UDC NLG Co-sponsors Panel on Fred Hampton 
2. NLG Legal Observers on Hand for Funk the War March 
3. Susan Dunham and Dan Schember Honored for Their Service to Civil Rights 
4. April 17 th NLG Mid-Atlantic Regional Conference in DC 
5. Events 
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1. UDC NLG Co-sponsors Panel on Fred Hampton 
 
On February 2nd, the UDC Law chapters of the NLG and Black 
Law Students Association co-sponsored a widely attended panel 
discussion at UDC Law entitled, "The Assassination of Fred 
Hampton."   
 
Panelists included Jeffrey Haas, author of “The Assassination of 
Fred Hampton: How the FBI and Chicago Police Murdered a 
Blank Panther.”  Mr. Haas is a civil rights attorney and co-founder 
of the People's Law Office, whose clients included the Black 
Panthers, Students for a Democratic Society, and community 
activists.  Also in attendance was Native Washingtonian, attorney 
and housing/community development advocate, attorney Lynn 
French.  French is a former Black Panther Party member in 1960's 
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Chicago, who worked with Fred Hampton.  Joining Mr. Haas and Ms. French on the panel was 
Susan Waysdorf, UDC Law Professor, civil rights activist, and former member of the People’s 
Law Office in Chicago.  The discussion was moderated by Professor John Brittain, renowned 
civil rights attorney, former Thurgood Marshall School of Law Dean, former Chief Counsel and 
Senior Deputy of Lawyers Committee for Civil Rights Under Law, and President of the National 
Lawyers Guild from 1991-1993. 
 
Approximately 100 people were in attendance at the event.  The panelists each recounted their 
personal experiences with Fred Hampton, their role in his murder investigation, or their 
association with the People's Law Office in Chicago in the tumultuous late 1960's. 
 
-Contributed by Morgan Murphy. Morgan is a 3L at UDC David A. Clarke School of Law.  
 
2. NLG Legal Observers on Hand for Funk the War March  
 

A crowd of 200, mostly students, dressed 
in wild styles recalling everything from 
disco to burlesque to zombie danced 
through the streets of downtown DC on 
March 19, 2010 in protest of the Iraq 
war’s 7 year anniversary.  Sponsored by 
the DC chapter of Students for a 
Democratic Society, energetic beats 
(ranging from rock to hip hop to 
electronic music) boomed from stereos as 
this moving dance party roamed the 
streets, carrying signs that read “Drop 
Beats not Bombs” and “Drop Tuition not 
Bombs,” fully flanked by a strong 
showing of MPD police officers.  
 

 
Ann Wilcox, chair of the DC NLG’s Demonstration Support Committee, trained six legal 
observers, mostly from out of town, in a training set up by Peace of the Action earlier that day.   
 
Green hats could be seen amongst the crowd of revelry-makers – calling for an end to the wars in 
Iraq and Afghanistan.  Legal Observers were on hand to aid a legal team set up by the organizers 
of Funk the War. At least seven arrests were made throughout the day, including for a paintball 
thrown at the Armed Forces  
Recruiting Center at 14th and L Sts., 
 NW, and for civil disobedience  
and disorderly conduct for breaking 
 a police line at the Treasury  
building.  Legal Observers  
collected names and messages from  
the arrestees, and learned what  
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police district they would be taken to.  
 
-Text and Photos by Rachael Moshman 
 
3. Susan Dunham and Dan Schember Honored for Their Service to Civil Rights 
 
Susan Dunham and Dan Schember, both NLG members and attorneys in DC, were awarded the 
Alan and Adrienne Barth Award for extraordinary volunteer service to the ACLU in the DC 
area at the ACLU of the Nation’s Capital 2010 Bill of Rights Awards Dinner.  Dunham and 
Schember served as volunteer attorneys, often also working in the name of the National Lawyers 
Guild, on three mass arrest cases, resulting in changes in police practices and damages won. 
Included in the work they were recognized for is the Carr case, which was written up in the DC 
NLG’s January 2010 Newsletter (available at our website: www.dcnlg.org/newsletter).  
 
This is the second time that Schember has received the award. His firm, Gaffney and Schember, 
received the award in 1982 for their long time work on COINTELPRO litigation that won 
damages against FBI officials.  Said the ACLU of the Nation’s Capital’s press release on the 
honoring of Dunham and Schember, “For all their efforts on behalf of civil liberties, we are 
deeply grateful to Susan and Daniel, and are pleased that they have willingly shared their years 
of experience and commitment to the service of civil liberties in the Nation’s Capital.” 
 
4. April 17th NLG Mid-Atlantic Regional Conference in DC 
 

·  Legislative experts on DC’s new Marriage Equality law;  
·  Criminal law attorneys on defending political cases;  
·  An update on how Legal Aid in Maryland is promoting economic rights as human rights.  

 
These are just a few of the speakers the planning committee has secured for the upcoming 
regional conference.  With a few important details still to be worked out, the regional conference 
is shaping up into a fascinating collection of workshops and presentations.  Look for 
opportunities to register in the next week! 
 
5. Events 
 
Mar 21 – March for Immigration Reform, 2pm, steps off at 7th Street between Jefferson and 
Madison streets and will go around the National Mall 
 
Mar 24 – Private Practitioner Luncheon, 12:15pm, at Jim Klimaski’s Law Office, 1625 
Massachusetts Ave., NW, #500, Washington, DC, 202-296-5600. Bring your own lunch (there is 
a carry-out in the lobby). Drinks will be provided. Everyone in or interested in private practice is 
urged to attend.  
 
Film Premier “10 Rules for Dealing with the Police,” a film produced by Flex Your Rights, with 
comments from Billy Murphy (attorney and 10 Rules Narrator) and Neil Franklin (Law 
Enforcement Against Prohibition). Noon, luncheon to follow, to register www.cato.org or call 
202-789-5229 by noon, Tuesday Mar 23.  



 
Mar 28 – Justice Older than the Law: the Life of Dovey Johnson Roundtree with Author Katie 
McCabe, 2:30pm, Sisterspace and Books, 3717 Georgia Ave., NW, Washington, DC.  The 
Bethel Dukes Branch of the Association for the Study of African American Life and History will 
sponsor a book talk/signing by McCabe, co-author of Justice Older than the Law.  “From the 
streets of Charlotte, North Carolina to the segregated courtrooms of the nation’s capital from the 
white male stronghold of Howard University Law School, from the pulpits of churches where 
woman had waited years for the right to minister – in all these places Dovey Johnson Roundtree 
(b. 1914) sought justice. Though she is a legendary African American figure in the legal 
community of Washington, DC, she remains largely unknown to the American public.” 


