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1. DC Hosts April 2010 NLG Mid-Atlantic Regional Conference  
2. The Law is a Benevolent Pimp: David Gespass Speaks at American University 
3. NLG Foundation Fundraiser Held at Madams Organ 
4. Summer Picnic Survives Sudden Storm 
5. Judge Wright Speaks at Tenant Forum About New Housing Conditions Calendar 
6. Demonstration Support Committee Meets 
7. Events 

 

1. DC Hosts April 2010 NLG Mid-Atlantic Regional Conference  

The NLG Mid-Atlantic Regional Conference was hosted by the DC NLG chapter and held at the 
Georgetown Law Center on April 17, 2010.  NLG members and non-members came from 
Maryland, Pennsylvania and the DC area to attend – the conference had about 65 registrants in 
all.  Law schools were well represented – including the University of Maryland, Rutgers, Temple 
University, University of Pennsylvania, Georgetown University, George Washington University, 
American University, and University of the District of Columbia. Each represented chapter – 
student and city – reported during lunch as to the activities they are involved with.  Many 
chapters are involved in legal observing work; Philadelphia gives us all an example to work for 
with the several legal services programs they’re running around their city.   

 



The panels ranged from the practical – how to run a private practice with Linette Tobin and 
Curtis Cooper; how to defend a political client in a criminal trial with Mike Madden and Paul 
Hetznecker – to more theoretical discussions including incorporating Economic Rights into 
Human Rights with Shawn Boehringer from Maryland Legal Aid and Abed Ayoub from the 
Arab American Anti-Disrimination League.  At the final panel, UDC students, including NLG 
member Mollie Byron, reported back from their trip with their Disaster Law course to New 
Orleans this spring.  NLG president David Gespass also addressed the crowd about the state of 
the NLG and its future.  The final speaker was Brian Kagoro, a constitutional law attorney from 

Zimbabwe who spoke 
about his struggle 
against imperialism and 
the colonial government 
in his youth, and then 
later, his battles in the 
court against Mugabe’s 
crackdown on student 
and union activism – a 
fascinating dialogue that 
kept attendees listening 
after the conference’s 
official end time.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. The Law is a Benevolent Pimp: David Gespass Speaks at American University 

In town for the NLG Mid-Atlantic Regional Conference, NLG President David Gespass paid a 
visit to American University Washington College of Law, where he graduated from law school 
in 1970 and was the first president of the NLG student chapter there.  On April 19, 2010 at an 
event hosted by the NLG chapter at WCL, Gespass  talked to a solidly packed room of students 
curious to hear about his work with the National Police Accountability Project, Military Law 
Task Force, and what the NLG can offer progressive law students.   
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Seated comfortably at the front of the room in an armchair, Gespass answered these questions as 
well as telling tales of the activism the NLG chapter was involved in when he was a student.  
These included challenging the administration to promote diversity in the student body.  At the 
time he was a student, the District of Columbia’s population was about 80% African-American, 
yet WCL’s student body came absolutely nowhere near reflecting this kind of population.  After 
a successful campaign on this issue, the administration agreed to give ten tuition reimbursement 
scholarships to students of color. In another case, WCL was faced with losing their accreditation 
because the library was not nice enough.  The NLG chapter helped organize students to sit in at 
the university’s vice president’s office, demanding more and better books. Gespass noted this 
activity taught the university’s administration to be more wary of radical students.  

Gespass also gave advice on how to make it as a progressive lawyer – reflecting on his past but 
also tailoring his advice for today’s students, who face such steep loan debt by the time they’ve 
graduated.  He explained how upon graduating from law school, he started practicing along with 
two friends who had just graduated from Catholic University and Georgetown in the National 
Lawyers Guild office then located downtown on 5th Street.  However, he acknowledged, 
sometimes it’s necessary to take a job that doesn’t fit your ideals just to get those loans paid 
back.  He spoke of a friend who started in medical malpractice, moved to personal injury, put 
every extra dollar into paying back his loans, and after just six years (this friend only owed 
$80,000) had paid it all off and was able to move into non-profit work where he was very happy.  

He used this opportunity to give the students a warning:  “I assume everyone has been told that 
the law is a jealous mistress – you will have to spend all your time with it.  But the truth is the 
law is a benevolent pimp. And if you are willing to prostitute your ideals and principles for the 
comfort that derives from a lot of money, and if you fall into that trap of saying while still paying 
off your loans, “I need the BMW, the Rolex, the tailored suit,” then you are going to be stuck 
doing work that is not very fulfilling.” 

Attending the talk – amongst others (apologies to those I leave out) – were WCL NLG Chapter 
students Dekera Greene, Edmundo Saballos, Kate Kelly, Heron Greenesmith, and NLG members 
Bill Montross (along with his son, a WCL student), John Hardenbergh, and Rachael Moshman.  
Also stopping by to say hello to Gespass were WCL Professors Nicholas Kittrie and Nancy 
Polikoff. 

-Rachael Moshman 

 

 

 

 



3. NLG Foundation Fundraiser Held at Madams Organ 

July 1, 2010, NLG members and friends gathered for drinks and bar food in Madams Organ’s 
saloon-like atmosphere for a fundraiser held for the National Lawyers Guild Foundation.  The 
NLG Foundation 
is the vehicle 
through which the 
NLG accepts tax-
exempt donations 
to support their 
work.  The 
fundraiser was 
organized by 
Georgetown law 
student Samantha 
Godwin, who is a 
nationally elected 
NLG Student 
Vice President.  
Attending were 
Samantha 
Godwin, Jim 
Drew, Ann 
Wilcox, Scott 
Sommers, Nick 
Vitolo, Daniel Hornal, Rachael Moshman, Richard Renner, and John Hardenbergh.  

 

 

4. Summer Picnic Survives Sudden Storm 

The DC NLG Annual Summer Picnic fell on July 25 this year, the same Sunday that also saw a 
rare storm which delivered heavy rains and high winds in a relatively short period of time.  
Picnickers were bobbing in hosts Kay Guinane’s and Rob Cunningham’s pool and lounging 
around its deck under a muted sky when the sound of thunder boomed in the background and the 
dark clouds rolled in.  A commendably quick effort was coordinated to save the picnic goodies – 
not surprising from such a practiced group of activists and organizers.   

Judy Galat had luckily just changed into her swimsuit – right in time to get soaked by fast-
coming hard rain as she grabbed her baba ganoush and other salads. David Rabin thought to grab 
a cooler full of beer.  Jim Drew and Rob Cunningham risked close crashes of lightning to rescue 
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the burgers and hot dogs from the noticeably metal grill. Sure-footed agility, finely honed in the 
courtroom, was shown by Jim Klimaski as a giant clap of overhead thunder sent him literally 
jumping from the front porch into the house.   

The electricity went out for less than five minutes, and the picnic continued inside for about an 
hour before the sun came back out, the air then much cooler.  NLG friends and family ventured 
back outside – happy to greet Karen Cordry, her delicious chocolate brownies, and other later-
comers.    

All those attending the picnic were Kay Guinane, Rob Cunningham, Sue Silber, Jim Drew, Jim 
Klimaski, David Rabin, Judy Galat, Geoff Thale, Ed Elder, Sara Markle-Elder, Rachael 
Moshman, Zach Mason, Gabe Armas (intern from the NLG NYU), Karen Cordrey, and 
Stephanie Joseph. Thanks to Kay and Rob for hosting us and to all who came out. See you next 
year! 

 

5. Judge Wright Speaks at Tenant Forum About New Housing Conditions Calendar 

Associate Judge Melvin R. Wright spoke at the Third Annual Tenant Town Hall on July 31, 
2010 at First Trinity Lutheran Church in Washington.  Organized by the Latino Economic 
Development Corporation, the Tenant Town Hall was an event that brought tenants out from all 
over the city to talk, in part, about the successes tenants have seen in preserving and securing 
affordable housing in the District.   

One of these victories was the establishment of a Housing Conditions Calendar in the D.C. 
Superior Court.  Before this calendar came into existence, while landlords could sue to enforce 
their rights in Landlord Tenant Court, Tenants had no comparable remedies under DC law.  The 
Housing Conditions Calendar is an expedited calendar launched in April 2010 that allows tenants 
to sue landlords for housing code violations.   

Judge Wright called the new calendar, “a fix-it court,” and a “common sense court.”  Filing a 
complaint involves filing a $15 fee and checking off your issues on a pre-made form.  While 
landlords had pushed for requiring a longer explanation from tenants on the complaint as to what 
housing code violations they were alleging, Judge Wright stated that it was his job to determine 
what the problem was.  The purpose of a hearing in the Housing Conditions Court is to 
determine: 1) is there a problem, 2) is the landlord aware of the problem, and 3) has the landlord 
tried to fix the problem.  

The new court met for the first time on May 28, 2010 and will meet every Monday until it is 
determined how many cases the calendar will regularly have. Wright explained that the 
procedure they are following now can change – that they are willing to make changes. They are 
trying to see how this works and trying to serve the public.  The biggest problem they’ve faced 



so far is getting the landlord into court. While Landlord Tenant Court has procedural rules that 
allow the petitioner to post the petition as a method of service, the Housing Conditions Court’s 
rules does not offer this option. Wright said he found landlords cooperative once they understood 
their rights and duties. If landlords do not remedy their property’s housing code violations they 
face being held in contempt of court and jail time or fines. 

-Rachael Moshman  

 

6. Demonstration Support Committee Meets 

The DC NLG Demonstration Support Committee met August 4, 2010 for several hours.  
Attending were Ann Wilcox, Mark Goldstone, Jim Drew, Jeff Light, John Hardenbergh and 
Rachael Moshman.  As the committee had not met in a number of months, the meeting was 
meant to refocus the very good work that the committee has been doing for demonstrations in the 
area – including providing legal observers and representation at civil and criminal trials that 
involve protest activity.  Future meetings will not be regular but will be called as needed.  
Contact Ann Wilcox, wilcox_ann@yahoo.com if you’d like to get involved.  

 

7. Events 

August 25 – Annual UDC –NLG Back to School Happy Hour, Cleveland Park Bar & Grill, 3421 
Connecticut Ave., NW, 5-7pm 

August 26 – 11:30am, Rally at Southland Concrete to protest unfair treatment and demand a fair 
process for organizing a union and addressing workplace issues, 6th and E Sts., SW, called by 
concrete workers organizing with United Construction Workers and community allies 

August 27 – Washington Area Lawyers for the Arts and BloomBars Joint Fundraiser, 6:30pm – 
8:30pm, Nila Kay performing [acoustic pop blended with funk neo-soul], at BloomBars (3222 
11th St., NW), suggested donation $10, complimentary food and non-alcoholic beverages 

August 29 – Iraq: the Legacy of the 7-Year U.S. Occupation, 5-9pm, Busboys and Poets, 5th and 
K Sts., NW, looking at the toll of 7 years in Iraq on Iraqis, soldiers and our economies with 
speakers and performances 

September 2 – DC Statehood Green Party General Assembly, 7pm, UDC, Bldg 38, Room 200 – 
charting the party’s course through the election and beyond 

September 5 – Spill Into Washington – 11-4pm, Constitution Ave., and 7th Streets, NW – at the 
Mall, rally against the BP Oil Spill and for Corporate Accountability and Sustainable Energy for 
our Future 



September 7 – Discussion about the controversy surrounding the building of a mosque at 
“Ground Zero” with Imam Johari, a respected advocate for civil rights, liberties and interfaith 
dialogue. Includes a screening of the film “Talking Through Walls,” 6pm, Busboys and Poets at 
14th and V.   

September 12 – “Return to El Salvador” Focus-In! Film at Busboys and Poets at 14th and V – in 
honor of Hispanic Heritage month, part of a film series focusing on social justice, peace, and 
community value. 

September 23-26 – NLG National 2010 National Convention in New Orleans, see 
www.nlg.org/members/convention/ for more info 


