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1. City Council’s Mask Prohibition Act Harms Protest Rights 
2. Editor’s Choice for the Upcoming NLG Mid-Atlantic Regional Conference, April 17 
3. NLG Supports Health Care Movement and Receives Generous Donation 
4. Events 

�

1. City Council’s Mask Prohibition Act Harms Protest Rights 
The D.C. Council is considering legislation that would punish protesters for wearing masks 
during demonstrations in residential areas.  The current committee print of Bill B18-0063, the 
"Mask Prohibition Act of 2009," would make it unlawful for any person over 16 years old to 
"wear a mask while engaged in targeted picketing before or about the residence or dwelling place 
of any individual."  A violation would result in a maximum fine of $1,000 and/or 6 months in 
jail.   
 
Under the current D.C. code, it is already illegal to wear a facial covering to avoid identification 
while breaking the law.  The proposed legislation would extend the ban to otherwise lawful 
protest activity, but would not prohibit wearing masks during protests in nonresidential areas. 
 
The mask legislation comes in response to a series of demonstrations conducted by animal rights 
activist group Defending Animal Rights Today and Tomorrow (DARTT), which is concerned 
about the use of laboratory research animals.  Many DARTT activists wear bandanas during their 
protests because they fear being personally associated with the controversial tactics of the group.  
The right to speak anonymously has been recognized by the U.S. Supreme Court and is 



important to activists who risk harassment and loss of employment if their identity is discovered.  
One member of DARTT explained that the use of masks also helps keep the focus of the protest 
on the message rather than on the individuals at the protest. 
 
During public testimony on the bill on Feb. 4, 2010, residents who live in neighborhoods where 
animal rights protesters have visited distinguished "honorable" protests such as those conducted 
by unions from those conducted by animal rights groups.  Art Spitzer of the ACLU described the 
protesters’ tactics as “obnoxious,” but argued that the bill would likely be ineffective in practice 
because the protesters would simply remove their masks as the police approached.  One SEIU 
member testified that the bill would harm union members’ ability to protest at bosses’ homes 
because employers would likely fire any workers that they knew were participating in the 
protest.  Home demonstrations were critical, he explained, because other means of expressing 
dissatisfaction are not available or ineffective.  DARTT members echoed this sentiment, pointing 
out that before picketing a residence, they make numerous unsuccessful attempts to meet with 
the individual or company. 
 
The legislation prohibiting masks was originally introduced by Councilmember Cheh as 
"Residential Tranquility Act of 2009" and would have made it a misdemeanor to "repeatedly 
engage in unwanted targeted picketing before or about a individual's dwelling place in a 
residential neighborhood with the intent to intimidate, threaten, abuse, annoy, or harass the 
individual."  The original language was replaced with the mask prohibition by Councilmember 
Mendelson's Committee on Public Safety and the Judiciary which has jurisdiction over the bill.  
Councilmembers Catania and Wells co-sponsored the amended legislation. 
 
NLG members interested in helping to defeat the Mask Prohibition Act of 2009 should contact 
the author of this article at Jeffrey.Light@yahoo.com. 
 
-Jeffrey Light, Esq., runs a solo practice in DC, focusing on criminal appeals.  Jeff volunteers 
many hours to legal observing in the name of the NLG.   
 

2. Editor’s Choice for the Upcoming NLG Mid-Atlantic Regional Conference, April 
17.  

Register at www.dcnlg.org/2010Regional 
 
Brian Kagoro, Esq. – Mr. Kagoro is a constitutional law attorney from 
Zimbabwe who has argued in front of the Zimbabwe Supreme Court for 
the rights of workers and students.  He will address the conference at the 
Final Event (4:15pm – 6pm).  We can expect a fascinating account of the 
pro-democracy movement in Zimbabwe or an update on Mr. Kagoro’s 
other current work in Africa.  
 
 

 
 
Michael Coard, Esq. is a Philadelphia attorney who has been practicing 
criminal defense law for the last 16 years.  A vigilant attorney, a community 



activist, and a self-proclaimed proud agitator and troublemaker, Mr. Coard’s comments in the 
Tips for a Solo Practitioner workshop (3-4:15pm) should push listeners to really think about how 
they relate to their practice.  
 

Amara Chaudhry, Esq. is the Legal Director for Mazzoni Center, a 
Philadelphia-based organization which specializes in providing services 
to lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender individuals. Ms. Chaudhry 
focuses her legal practice on discrimination issues affecting the LGBT 
community.  The Mazzoni Center recently joined Lambda Legal to seek 
permission to file a friend-of-the-court brief in a federal lawsuit brought 
by the Boy Scouts challenging Philadelphia’s policy requiring non-
discrimination in the use of the city’s subsidies.  Ms. Chaudhry will 
present for the Marriage Equality CLE (10:30am-12pm) and is sure to 
give us up-to-date reports on the battlelines for civil rights in 
Pennsylvania.   

   
3. NLG Supports Health Care Movement and Receives Generous Donation 

The DC Chapter of the NLG provided legal training and support for a major rally sponsored by 
Health Care for America NOW! on March 9.  Health Care for America Now! is a grassroots 
campaign of over one thousand organizations, which brought over 5000 people to Washington, 
DC for their rally.  In recognition of the DC NLG’s support, represented by the work of Jim 
Klimaski and Ann Wilcox, Health Care for America NOW! recently made a generous donation 
to the chapter. 
 

4. Events 
Apr. 14 – Demonstration for Iraqi Labor Rights, 12:30pm at Dupont Circle, called for by the 
Solidarity Center 
 
Apr. 17 – 2010 NLG Mid-Atlantic Regional Conference, 10am-6pm, Georgetown University 
Law Center, 600 New Jersey Ave., NW, featuring David Gespass, Brian Kagoro, Shawn 
Boehringer, Michael Madden, Mark Weisbrot, register at www.dcnlg.org/2010Regional   
 
Apr. 21 – Private Practitioner Luncheon Meeting ,12pm, offices of Jim Klimaski, 1625 
Massachusetts Ave., NW, #500, for NLG and NCBL lawyers in or thinking about private 
practice. This is a brown bag affair with drinks provided.  There is a carry out in the building 
lobby.  
 
Apr. 22 – Child Custody Training presented by the DC Bar PRO BONO Program, 9am-5pm, DC 
Bar Conference Center, 1101 K St., NW, First Floor, co-sponsored by DC NLG.  Register online 
at www.dcbar.org/probono 
Apr. 23 & 30 – Parole Advocacy Training Workshop presented by the DC Bar PRO BONO 
Program, 10am – 4pm, Williams & Connolly LLP, 725 12th St., NW, co-sponsored by DC NLG.  
Register online at www.dcbar.org/probono  


